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GOVERNOR’S COUNCIL ON WORKFORCE POLICY (GCWP)

March 12, 2009
Arizona Department of Commerce, Conf. Rm. 6B
1700 West Washington St., Phoenix, AZ 85007
Meeting Minutes Summary

I. Call to Order & Welcome
Chair Lisa Lovallo (telephonically) called the meeting to order at 3:05 PM.
Roll Call
· Hank Atha (telephonically)
· Elaine Babcock (telephonically)

· Peggy Belknap (telephonically)

· Ron Curtis (telephonically)
· Donna Davis

· Kent Ennis

· Milt Erickson

· Rebecca Friend (telephonically)

· Mary Kaffer (telephonically)

· Gary Marks (telephonically)

· Stephanie McKinney (telephonically)

· Buzz Murphy 

· Keith Rodgers (telephonically)

· Vice-chair Pam Ross

· Tony Sissons

· Dr. Mary Vanis

· Pat Harrington

· Dick White

Council Members Absent

· David Martin

· Keith Rodgers


Staff Members Present
· Rosalyn Boxer, Department of Commerce

· June Sinclair, Department of Commerce

· Freddie Campbell, Department of Commerce

II. Approval of Minutes
Council member Ms. Davis made a motioned to approve the October 7, 2008 minutes and council member Mr. Ericksen seconded the motion. The minutes were approved and adopted.

III.  Approval of GCWP System Building Fund Guideline
Ms. Sinclair, Department of Commerce gave an overview of the Workforce Guidance Memo noting the comments received from both the Executive Committee and One-Stop Dialogue meetings.  GCWP Vice-chair Pam Ross motioned to accept the Workforce Guidance Memo as written with two exceptions; one that the composition of the committee to review applications include both urban and rural representatives and second that there be a written verification from the community partners confirming support for the proposal and that the written verification may optionally be in the form of an emailed or a signed letter of notification or acknowledgement. The motioned was seconded by 
council member Dr. Mary Vanis and approved unanimously.
IV. Approval for supplemental funding for ETPL
Mr. Jim Kooistra, Department of Education submitted a request for supplemental funding to maintain the ArizonaHeat website through June 30, 2009.  The ArizonaHeat website hosts the State of Arizona’s Eligible Training Provider List (ETPL).  The ETPL is a required activity of the Workforce Investment Act (WIA).  Mr. Kooistra informed the council members that traffic to the ArizonaHeat website was two-times higher than other similar websites across the country and has 295 providers and 28 apprenticeships offering 1,833 programs of study.   Council member Ms. Belknap motioned to approve and Vice-chair Ms. Ross seconded the motion. The motioned was adopted and approved.

V. Approval  for Federal stimulus package 10% set aside funds
Mr. Mark Darmer, Department of Economic Security (DES), gave an overview for the estimated America’s Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (“the Recovery Act”), funding for activities authorized under the Workforce Investment Act of 1998 (WIA) and the Wagner-Peyser Act.  Mr. Darmer presented a spreadsheet dated February 23, 2009 giving the estimated stimulus allocations for youth, dislocated worker, adult, and rapid response by county. The estimated total funding for the State is $34,982,000.00.  From that amount, Commerce receives 10% Set-Aside – System Building funds available to the local areas by a competitive grant process.  The estimated System Building funds available are $1,819,064.00.  DES recommended that the Council approve the same methodology as approved in the Workforce Guidance Memo noted above (Item III) as a way to distribute the funds expeditiously without delay and thereby preventing the need to convene an additional GCWP meeting to determine the methodology for allocating the funds to local areas. Council member Dr. Vanis motioned to approved and Vice-Chair Ms. Ross seconded the motion. The motion was adopted and approved.
VI. Call to Public
Mr. Neil Karnes, Graham County WIA Director, submitted a written statement regarding WIA funding formulas and methodology.  Mr. Karnes expressed his concerns regarding the small percentages of WIA funding currently going to the more rural counties.  Mr. Karnes is requesting the Council consider more equity in formula allocations during the next funding cycle and is recommending that some kind of base allocation be applied to the rural areas that are currently receiving such small percentages of WIA funding.

Mr. John Morales, Yuma County WIA Director, thanked the Council for taking swift action in regards to getting the funds out quickly.  Mr. Morales stated that Yuma would like to meet with the regional employment REPAC group to talk about a possible Inter-governmental agreement between Yuma County and REPAC.
GCWP council member Mr. Dick White discussed that a recommendation be made to the Governor regarding Stimulus Unemployment Package to accept all funds on the table offered to the State.

VII. Adjournment
Chair Lisa Lovallo adjourned the meeting at 3:52 PM. 
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