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GOVERNOR’S COUNCIL ON WORKFORCE POLICY (GCWP)

February 24, 2009

West Valley Career Center, 602-372-4200

1840 N. 95th Ave., Suite 160, Phoenix, Arizona

Meeting Minutes Summary

I. Call to Order & Welcome

Acting Chair Dr. Mary Vanis called the meeting to order at 1:37 PM; welcoming the council members and guests.

Roll Call
· Hank Atha

· Peggy Belknap (telephonically)

· Ron Curtis

· Donna Davis

· Milt Erickson

· Rebecca Friend (telephonically)

· Mary Kaffer (telephonically)

· Gary Marks (telephonically)

· David Martin (telephonically)

· Buzz Murphy (telephonically)

· Keith Rodgers (telephonically)

· Dr. Mary Vanis

· Pat Harrington

· Dick White

· Tony Sissons

Council Members Absent

· Lisa Lovallo
· Pam Ross

· Elaine Babcock

· Kent Ennis

· Stephanie McKinney


Staff Members Present
· Rosalyn Boxer, Department of Commerce

· June Sinclair, Department of Commerce

· Freddie Campbell, Department of Commerce

Acting Chair Dr. Vanis welcomed Patrick Burkhart, Director of the Maricopa County Program. Mr. Burkhart discussed the increase in numbers of customers.  The Maricopa County Program customer visits rose from 80,000 a year to about 180,000 visits this year. 
II. Action Items
Due to the fact the Governor’s Council on Workforce Policy did not have a quorum, the actions items were not discussed nor voted on.

Information Only
VI. Update from Research – Dennis Doby, DOC
The new State unemployment numbers will be released on February 26, 2009 @ 10 AM. Mr. Doby also noted that unemployment numbers for January 2009 will be available at that time as well as the numbers for 2007 and 2008. The unemployment rates per County for 2007 and 2008 will also be available. 

   VII.
 Federal Stimulus Funds dissemination process (85%)- Mark Darmer, DES
Arizona will receive approximately $8.5 million from the national stimulus package of $500 million dollars. The Federal Government has mandated that the funds are to be dispersed as quickly as possible. The same allocation formulas used for the PY08/FY09 allocations will be used for the stimulus funds.  This is to streamline the dissemination of the funds to all of the local areas.
 VIII.
Update on UI claims issues – Pat Harrington, DES

DES reported that claims are not getting processed as quickly as they would like due to the high volume of claims.  Currently DES is receiving approximately 11,000 claims weekly.  However, Mr. Harrington also noted that there have been some signs of the numbers beginning to level off slightly. DES has increased their staff to help in processing of claims.  Judicators are needed and DES is looking for workers to be trained.  DES is the first in the state to have a virtual workforce. DES is requesting that the One Stop Centers do not advise people to call them directly, instead encourages the use of the internet to process claims. 

IX.
WFD Business Focus Forum – Rosalyn Boxer, DOC

Commerce launched a business directed workforce program called the Business Focus Forum. The first was held in Casa Grande with 14 companies in attendance.  A major concerned noted by all employers was the need for employees to be better educated and to have better soft skills. Commerce will continue to work with the group, providing them with information and contacts to address their concerns.  Future meetings in other counties are in the works.  The information acquired through these focus groups will be posted on the Commerce website. 
X.
Old Business

There was no old business.

XI.
Call to Public
There were no public comments.

XII.
Adjournment


Acting Chair Dr. Mary Vanis adjourned the meeting at 3:07 PM.
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