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GOVERNOR’S COUNCIL ON WORKFORCE POLICY (GCWP)

May 6, 2009

Carnegie Center

Arizona State Library, Archives and Public Records

Library Development Division, (602) 926-3365

1101 W. Washington, Phoenix, AZ 85007

Meeting Minutes Summary

I. Call to Order & Welcome

Chair Lisa Lovallo called the meeting to order at 2:06 p.m.; welcoming the council members and guests.
Roll Call

· Lisa Lovallo (telephonically)

· Pam Ross

· Hank Atha (telephonically)

· Elaine S. Babcock (telephonically)
· Peggy Belknap (telephonically)
· Ron Curtis

· Donna Davis
· Milt Ericksen

· Rebekah Friend (telephonically)

· Kent Ennis (Dennis Doby)

· Gary Marks

· David Martin

· Stephanie McKinney (telephonically)

· Buzz Murphy

· Keith Rodgers

· Tony Sissons

· Dr. Mary Vanis

· Dick White

· Neal Young (Pat Harrington)
Council Members Absent

· Mary Kaffer
Staff Members Present

· Rosalyn Boxer, Department of Commerce

· Freddie Campbell, Department of Commerce

· June Sinclair, Department of Commerce

II. Approval of Minutes – February 24, 2009 and March 12, 2009 Special Session
GCWP member Ms. Davis motioned to approve the February 24, 2009 and March 12, 2009 minutes and Vice Chair Ms. Ross seconded the motion. Motions were approved and adopted by Council.

III. Approval of the Comprehensive One-Stop Chartering Criteria

Vice Chair Ms. Ross gave a special thanks to the following people who worked on the Operations’ Taskforce; Carolyn Ufford, Kathy Boyle, Karen Liersch, Cynthia Spell, Milt Ericksen, and Karen Poole. GCWP member Dr. Vanis motioned to approve the Comprehensive One-Stop Chartering Criteria and GCWP member Ms. Belknap seconded the motion.  The motion was approved and adopted by Council.
IV. Approval of GCWP System Building Fund Guideline (Amended to reflect the ARRA stimulus funding) – June Sinclair, Commerce

Vice Chair Ms. Ross motioned to approve the System Building Fund Guidelines and GCWP member Dr. Vanis seconded the motion. Motion was approved and adopted by Council.

V. Statewide Collaborative Grant Proposal – Patrick Burkhart, Asst. Director Maricopa County WFC

Mr. Burkhart informed the Council of a recently announced grant opportunity from the Department of Labor (DOL) under the ARRA WIA stimulus funds. The grant will target green and renewable technologies, secondary healthcare and will be a $750 million dollar competitive grant. Guidance from DOL regarding grant structure and timelines has yet to be released.  A formal request for proposal (RFP) and Training and Employment Guidance Letter (TEGL) are expected to be released in June.  Currently efforts are underway to forge a statewide collaborative team for the purpose of pursuing the pending competitive grant. Specifically, the application must be a multifaceted partnership to include: WIA, community colleges and other training providers and support organizations, government entities, and employers.  Initially, LWIAs (Phoenix, Maricopa and Pima Counties) reached out to state community colleges and other stakeholders inviting collaboration.  The Arizona Community College Presidents’ Council unanimously endorsed collaboration and recommended a regional approach, dividing the State into three regions (northern, central and southern regions).  The goals resulting from the collaboration will be to:  provide statewide training and placement in Green industries resulting from the stimulus spending; transform the public job training system through innovative partnering; and create economic development incentive for Sustainable Industry retention and recruitment efforts.  In terms of scale, with $750 million dollars available, the statewide proposal could possibly receive a grant award ranging from $12 to $15 million dollars. 
Council member Dr. Vanis noted that the college presidents see this as a way to work more closely with the workforce system as a more effective partner.  Dr. Vanis also requested that the council consider submitting a letter showing full support for the statewide proposal. 
VI. WIA State Plan Modification & Waivers – Carolyn Ufford, DES

Ms. Ufford detailed the steps required for the State to receive approval for the modified state plan and waivers from DOL.  
WIA Wagner-Peyser State Plan – Arizona is required to have an approved State Plan in place to receive their formula allocations. The current State Plan will expire June 30, 2009.  To ensure states have an approved plan in place, DOL divided the process into 2 steps: 
First step will allow States to request a one year extension on their current state plan; due by April 15, 2009, which was submitted by DES after receiving Council approval; the second step requires all states to submit a State Plan Modification due to DOL by June 30, 2009. The State Plan Modification is to convey the State’s strategies for addressing the current economic downturn and to demonstrate how the State will implement the ARRA stimulus funds. The modification will cover the period of July 1, 2009 through June 30, 2010.
Ms. Ufford informed the Council that the State has a total of 11 waivers to submit to the Department of Labor for approval, also due by June 30, 2009.  Currently, Arizona has seven existing waivers, one pending (Youth Procurement Waiver) and three associated with the Recovery Act Funds; which were based on input received from local area directors.  Both the modified State Plan and Waivers have been submitted for public comment.   The next step will be to bring both items before the full Council at the June 18, 2009 meeting for approval before submitting the final documents to DOL.
VII. Regular WIA Allocations for PY09/FY2010 – Mark Darmer

Mr. Darmer reported DES had obtained the preliminary figures for the WIA regular funding allocations in which Arizona will receive an increase in funding from PY08/FY09.   As noted, that the State will receive just over $43 million dollars; which is roughly a $1 million dollar increase. DES is waiting for the actual TEGL to be released to determine possible methodologies when determining allocations.  The Council will vote on the formula that determines the amount of funds allocated to the local areas during the June 18, 2009.  
VIII. GCWP Board Membership Update – Rosalyn Boxer, Commerce

Ms. Boxer stated names for new council members have been submitted to the Boards and Commissions from the Department of Commerce and Commerce is now waiting final member confirmation.  Ms. Boxer also announced the new Policy Advisor for Commerce; Mr. Michael Anabel.
IX. New Board Member Training for WIA Allocations Formula Funding – June Sinclair, Commerce

Ms. Sinclair announced that DES, Commerce, and Research will provide training for interested Council members one hour prior to the June 18th meeting at 1:30 pm.  The tutorial will focus on the allocation process and the options available to the Council members when determining the right formula for allocating funds to the local areas.  
Council member Ms. Belknap requested that the training also include clarity concerning travel reimbursement. 

X. Call to Public

There were no public comments. 
XI. Adjournment:    Chair Lisa Lovallo adjourned the meeting at 3:35pm. 
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