ARIZONA APPRENTICESHIP ADVISORY COMMITTEE (AAAC)

MINUTES OF QUARTERLY MEETING

Wednesday, April 8, 2009

10:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M.

Arizona Department of Commerce

1700 West Washington Street

2nd Floor Conference Room

602-771-1182
Call to Order

Chair Dennis Anthony called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.
Welcome/Introductions

Chair Dennis Anthony welcomed Committee members and guests.

Committee Members Present

Dennis Anthony, Chair
Matthew Brogen

Anna Lopez

Mark Minter

Steve Speer

Willie Higgins

Norma Montez

Kimberly Faust

Staff
Paula Burnam, Arizona Department of Commerce

Peggy Rodriguez, Arizona Department of Commerce

Freddie Campbell, Arizona Department of Commerce

Approval of Minutes
Willie Higgins motioned that the August 6, 2008 and October 8, 2008 minutes be approved and Mark Minter seconded the motion. Minutes adopted and approved.

New Business
New Federal Regulations – 29 CFR – Part 29 – Paula Burnam reported that more information is coming in from the Federal government. A State Director’s meeting, that she was unable to attend due to the late notification, was held in San Francisco, California the week of March 31, 2009 to discuss the changes, such as a program sponsor has 45 days to notify the Department of any apprentice action (indenture, suspension, cancellation, etc.) A new program is granted provisional registration for up to one year and there is an option to make the program permanent, keep it provisional or deregistration.   More information on this meeting and the Action Clinic is available if anyone is interested.  
American Recovery & Reinvestment Act (ARRA) (Opportunities for Apprenticeship) - Kimberly Faust reported that she attended the Action Clinic in San Francisco along with  Cheryl Martinez (City of Phoenix), Stan Flowers (City of Phoenix), Jim Mize (Pima County), Deb Tewa (Commerce Energy Dept.) and Jim Kooistra (Dept. of Education). Arizona’s team identified strategies to provide for strategic partnerships between the public workforce system and Registered Apprenticeship to increase opportunities for job seekers and businesses.  WIA will be concentrating on solar, renewable energy, and health care for training. 
Outstanding Apprentice Banquet – Karen King, Tucson Electrical, reported that the banquet is scheduled for November 14, 2009 at the Tucson El Conquistador Resort & Spa.  For reservations:  call (520) 544-5000, room rate is $129 per night (50 rooms currently blocked), and code is “Outstanding Apprentice Dinner.”  The Department of Commerce will send out a “Save the Date” email on May 1, 2009; invitation and related documents will go out on June 1, 2009; and, a second reminder will go out on July 1, 2009.  Nominations are due by August 7, 2009.  Dinner tickets must be purchased by October 30, 2009.  
Old Business
None at this time

Status Report
Chairman’s report – Dennis Anthony reported working with Karen King on the Outstanding Apprentice Banquet. WACA presented Dennis Cahill with a plaque for his service in apprenticeship.

Department of Commerce Activity Report – Paula Burnam reported that there are 5,024 (210 female) apprentices currently registered and there are 141 registered apprenticeship programs.  The Apprenticeship Office is experiencing a staff shortage due to the resignations of John Bolger and Dennis Cahill. Due to the hiring freeze, we are unable to replace anyone who terminates their employment.  We are in the process of deregistering programs that have never indentured any apprentices and those that have been inactive for at least two years.  Therefore, about twenty programs should be deregistered.

The Arizona Job Training Program is currently on hold – we have returned all pending applications and are no longer accepting applications. 
Council Members Report

Norma Montez – reported that SRP has about 150 apprentices and in the process of a spring selection and have about 12 apprentices graduating this summer.

Matthew Brogen – no report

Steve Speer – no report

Kimberly Faust – reported an increase visits to the One Stop Centers (10,000 – 12,000 per day). Jobs are need for the Summer Youth program, ages 14-24.  Pay is $8 per hour for six to eight weeks.
Mark Minter – reported that their number apprentices are steady and that they have approximately 400 students enrolled at Gateway Community College and about 55-60 at Pima Community College. Tucson finished a mechanical lab at Catalina High School.   The Future Builders Academy had 30-35 students.
Willie Higgins – reported that their program is struggling – no classes are scheduled and looking to start in the fall.

Call to Public
None

Adjournment
Chair Dennis Anthony adjourned the meeting at 10:40 p.m.
